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Fat AN SATA ST 


CHARACTER of the late Rev. Dr. O’LEARY. 


By Mr. Pratt. 


HIS diftinguifhed capuchin was defcended from an ancient 

and once powerful family in the kingdom of Ireland; but 

in the revolutions of that country, had long been deprived of 
hereditary property, in common with many other illuitrious 
names. The perfonal fortune, however, of his parents, ena- 
bled them to give their fon a private education; and to fend him 
into foreign countries to extend his knowledge, as the poflibility 
of further improvement was denied him in his own, through the 
defpotifm of penal laws, 
Having completed his ftudies, he difcovered in his mind a 
ftrong bias to a religious life, and indulged it by entering into 
acommunion of the holy order of St. Francis. On his ordie 
nation, he was appointed chaplain to a regiment, but was re- 
moved, and forfeited a penfion, becaufe he would not comply 
with the requifition of a foreign fovereign, to enlift in his fer- 
vice the fubjeéts of the king of his own country; a practice 
which had continued fince the formation of a code of ftatutes 
which prohibited them from the military fervice of their own 
monarch, 
_ Father Arthur conneéted the wifdom of the world with the 
innocence of paftoral, and even of primitive manners. His 
benevolence was of the moft unaffeéted kind; his piety fervid 
and fincere ; his manners the moft winning and artlefs; antici- 
pating his good will and urkanity before he opened his lips; 
and when they were opened, his expreffions did but ratify what 
thofe manners had before enfured. And you had a further ear- 
neft of this benign and ineffable {mile of a countenance fo little 
Vol. 39. Q practifed 
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praétifed in guile, that it at the fame time invited to confidence 
~. and denoted an impoflibility of your being betrayed. But if 

his {mile beckoned the worthy to approach, his frown ftruck 

terror into the heart of the guilty, and made him dread to ad. 
vance. Sir Guife had more than once felt its potency. His 
voice was fonorous, bold, and nervous, correfponding with the 
manly and fterling fenfe it imparted. His reafoning was found, 
and his love of liberty a fteady light, rather than a tranfient blaze; 
rather the vital principle of an honeft mind, confcious of its 
rights, than the ravings of a faétious {pirit, infe€ted by popular 
frenzy. _All he faid and all he did was genuine, even to his 
moft trifling fports. The reader will therefore prejudge the zeal 
of his devotion. It was glowing without papiftic rage; and 
earneft without catholic prejudice. ss 
Our refpeéiable francifcan difcovered the cloifter only in his 
drefs and deportment ; not that the firft exhibited his gown of 
coarfe ferge, his cord, or his rofary, but, that his out-of-fafhion 
fuit of fables hung upon him fomewhat monaftically ; and the 
latter was ftately and inflexible enough to have charaéterifed the 
fellow of one of our colleges. He was nearly fix feet high; 
a perfeét perpendicular, with a kind of vigour in his mutcles 
that feemed to fuffer from-bending.—There was, of courfe, a 
formality in his bows; and this, in fome meafure, extended to 
his addrefs ; but an original vein of humour, and quaint jocu- 
larity, rendered him gay with the [prightly, in the fame pro- 
portion that his more folid powers made him fedate with the 
grave; it was {catcely poflible to meet a perfon fo univerfally 
acceptable to all ranks of people. His fociety was fought, and 
appreciated, by men and women of all perfuafions, and his life 
in all its changes, from the monk in his cell to the man of the 
world, from the focial friend to the folitary reclufe, had been fo 
unfpotted and blamelefs, that to boaft an acquaintance with Fa- 
ther Arthur was an honour; and to poffefs that honour without 
love and veneration was impoflible. 

Such was the blamelefs pricft, who is known to have long confi- 
dered himfelf as an advocate, pleading for the proteftant in France 
and for the Jew in Lifbon—as well as for the catholic in Ire. 
land :—the patriot, whofe loyalty is found :—the philanthropift 
who, cloathing humanity in the robes of eloquence, employed 
his voice and pen in exhorting mankind to lay afide all reli- 
gious diftinétions; fince it was equal to the Ifraelite, releafed 
— yon pry his temple was built by Solomon or by 

yrus, provided he iberty ad, > 
lune csan eee ad liberty to pray unmolefted, and to fleep 
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A DISTRESSING NARRATIVE. 


N agentleman’s parlour in the Ifle of Wight there are fome 

{mall piétures of a fhip in diftrefs, In 1727 his father was 
fecond mate in the Saxborough galley, a fine fhip, commanded 
by Captain Kellaway.—Her crew, including two pafflengers, 
confifted of 39. On June 25th, in their way from Jamaica to 
England, the fhip took fire, by the carelefs application of a can- 
dle to a puncheon of rum: the yaw! was hoifted out, and 
22 men and boys crowded into it; the long boat remained on 
board on fire. In this fituation, without clothes, provifion, or 
compafs, at the diflance of 120 leagues from the neareft land, 
they experience all the miferies of cold, hunger, and thirft. It 
was propofed to fling into the fea the two boys who had occa- 
fioned the misfortune; this was over-ruled. It was propofed to 
caft lots, and give all an equal chance of being faved by light. 
ening the boat, which lay deep in the water; this was oppofed, 
and foon became unneceflary, by the death of five of the people 
raving mad. Hunger grew now irrefiflible. Mr. Scrimfour, 
the furgeon, propofed eating the bodies of the dead, and drink- 
ing their blood; he made the firft effay, and turned his head afide 
and wept.—They could only relifh the hearts, of which they 
ate three. They cut the throats of their dead companions as 
foon as life was departed ; and found themfelves refrefhed and 
invigorated by this unnatural beverage. By the 12th day the 
number was reduced to twelve; a raging fea added to their mi- 
feries; a dead duck, in a putrid ftate, came within their reach, 
and was eaten as the greateft delicacy. On July the 7th defpair 
feized them, and they lay down to die. By accident Mr. Boys 
raifed himfelf and faw land; on communicating the news to 
the furvivors they were inftantly re-animated, and took to their 
oars. They perceived fome fhallops in with the land, and found 
themfelves on the coaft of Newfoundland. They were taken on 
fhore, and treated with the utmoft humanity by Captain Le Cras, 
of Guernfey, admiral of the harbour. Mr. Boys, (the narrator) 
with true piety, kept the day of his deliverance ever after as a 
fat.—He finifhed his days as Lieutenant-Governor of Green. 
wich Hofpital, March the 4th, 1774, aged 74. Mr. Scrimfour, 
the furgeon, died at the age of 80; and George Mould, a fea- 
man, being brought into Greenwich Hofpital by the Lieutenant. 
Governor, died there at the age of 92. 





On SUSPICIOUS MEETINGS. 


HEN thofe tumultuous affemblies, called routs, are daily 

multiplying in Bath, and all the provincial towns, as 

well as in the metropolis, and which evidently come within the 
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aét againft feditious meetings, it behoves the magiftrate to keep 
a watchful eye on their proceedings. For, as there appears no 
vifible motive, either of pleafure or of emolument, ‘for five or 
fix hundred people crowding together, in hot rooms, at thefe 
noéturnal meetings, depend upon it, there is fome fecret con- 
{piracy that fhuns the light, lurking under this appearance of 
apathy and diffipation. 

A great part of the company indeed feem to be no otherwife 
employed, than in itrolling up and down the rooms, and ftaring 
at each other with unmeaning vacant faces; yet there are cer. 
tainly fome dark defigns and diabolical machinations carrying 
on in thofe little juntos in the corner of the room, and behind 
the curtains in the bow-windows. 

There are, indeed, four (1 fuppofe emigrant) crowned heads, 
and their royal conforts, who generally attend thofe aflemblies ; 
and who may be thought a fufficient pledge for the loyalty of 
the company But there are likewife fome fly defigning Anaves 
and il-looking fellows in fhort great coats, who, befide the 
{ufpicion of their ftealing hearts, and pilfering d:amonds, under 
pretence of gallantry, have, probably, fume political fcheme to 
put in execution. They have no fire-arms, indeed, but they 
have fome fhort clubs, and concealed weapons, which feem to 
indicate fome murderous intention. 

In fhort, the magiftrates fhould not only attend thefe dan. 
gerous aflemblies, which (to do them juftice, they generally do); 
but they fhould alfo inveft the chairman with conflabularian au- 
thority, that they may be at hand in cafe of any treafonable or 
burglarious practices ; to prevent any feditious harangues againft 
the government and conflitution, or any violation of the fecu- 
rity of locks and keys, or domeftic padlocks, and the like felo- 
nious atrocities, 





ACCOUNT of the late Mr. LOOKUP. 


E was a North Briton by birth, but ferved an apprentice. 

fhip to an apothecary in the north of England, and a&ed 
in that profeffion, as a journeyman, in the city of Bath. Soon 
after the death of his mafter, he paid his addreffes to the widow, 
and prevailed on her to favour him with her hand. From his 
infancy, he had a ftrong propenfity for play; and living cons 
flantly in that feat of gaicty and diffipation, he had frequent op- 
portunities of indulging it. As he grew older, he gave a 
greater latitude to his inclinations, and became very expert at 
feveral games, being endowed witha very good underftanding, 
and a penetrating genius. Finding himfelf by his connubial 
alliance, mafler of about five hundred pounds, he prefently fhut 
up thop, and turned his application from pharmacy to celculas 
t10n, 
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tiot. He became a firfl-rate piquet-player, a very good whift- 
player, an excellent back-gammon-player, and a tolerable bil- 
liard-player. In a fhort time, by his inceffant induftry, he 
greatly increafed his capital. 

About this time, Lord Chefterfield particularly diftinguithed 
Mr. Lookup, and from his patronage, people of the firft rank 
did not think Mr. Lookup’s company beneath them; fo true is 
the obfervation, “* that he who plays as deep as any man, is com- 
pany forany man.” His lord{hip and Mr. Lookup, were for a 
long time a conftant match at piquet, his lordfhip playing the 
game more than tolerably well; but Mr. Lookup’s fuperior {kill 
at length prevailed, and the Jatter was a very confiderable gainer 
by the party. His lordfhip fometimes amufed himfelf at bil- 
liards with Mr. Lookup; and it was upon one of thefe occafions 
that his lordfhip had the laugh againft him, from a finefe of his 
antagonift. Mr. Lookup had met with an accident, by which 
he was deprived of the fight of one of his eyes, though to any 
curfory obferver it appeared as perfeét as the other. Having 
been the conqueror on even terms againft Lord Chefterfeld, 
Lookup afked how many he would give him if he would puta 
patch upon oneeye. Lord Chetterfield agreed to give him five, 
and Lookup beat him feveral times fucceflively. At length his 
lordfhip, with fome petulance, exclaimed, “* Lookup, I think 
you play as well with one eye astwo.” “ I don’t wonder at 
it,’ replied Lookup, “ for L have feen only out of one for thefe 
ten years.” " With the money he won of Lord Cheflerfield, he 
bought fome houfes at Bath, and jocularly named them Chef. 
terfield-row. 

After accumulating a confiderable fum by play, he repaired 
tothe capital: and having buried his wife, married another wi- 
dow with a very large fortune. His plan of operations was now 
much enlarged, and though he played occafionally for his amufe- 
ment, or when he met with what is termed a good thing, he did 
not now purfue gaming as a regular profeifion. He itruck out 
feveral {chemes, fome vifionary, and others advantageous ; 
among the foremoft of thefe wasa prajeét for making faltpetre, 
for which extenfive buildings were ereéted at Chelfea. So fan- 
guine were his hopes of fuccefs, that he perfuaded a particular 
friend of his to become a partner, and the lofs of many thou. 
fands was the confequence of purfuing his project. He was 
concerned in many privateers at the beginning of the war, and 
atthe clofe of it he engaged in the African trade. His darling 
paflion would, “however, fometimes predominate, and he has 
been known to fit up whole nights, playing for very confiderab le 
fums, within a few weeks of his death. Nay it is averred that 
he died with a pack of cards in his hand, at his favourite game, 
butwbug, or two-handed whift; on which Mr. Foote facetioully 
obierved, 



































































106 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
obferved, “ That Lookup was humbugged out of the world at 
fait.” 


The affair for which he was on the point of fuffering a dif. 
graceful punifhment, made a great noife in the world; we hall 
therefore briefly flate it. Meeting with Sir Thomas F k, 
they agreed to repair to a tavern, to play at cribbage. They 
played very deep, and Mr. Lookup won between three and 
four hundred pounds, which he received, but it having been 
hinted to Sir Thomas that Lookup muft have had a pull upon 
him, the baronet commenced an aétion to recover double da. 
mages, according to the ftatute. In defending this a€tion, by the 
blunder of Lookup’s attorney, he {wore to a circumftance which 
was proved to be falfe. Lookup was hereupon imprifoned and 
profecuted for perjury, and would have ftood on the pillory if 
a flaw had not been difcovered in the indiétment, which opened 
a door for his efcape. 

Mr. Lookup, upon the whole, was almoft as extraordinary a 
charaéier as has been feen for many years. He poffeffed a con- 
fiderable thate of good fenfe, cultivated by a long acquaintance 
with the world; he had a fmattering of learning, a retentive 
memory, a fluency of words, and a vivacity of imagination. 
We cannot add that he was generous, grateful, or courageous. 
He ended his days in Holland, whither he went to fettle fome 
commercial affairs: we cannot pofitively afcertain his age, but 
we think he muft have been bordering upon feventy. 








ADDRESS to the SEAMEN in the ROYAL NAVY. 


OW that the late unhappy and difgraceful mutiny has been 

effe€iually quelled and atoned by the lives of the princi- 
pal delinquents, it is a duty to detail unequivocally the fenti- 
ments of the whole nation upon the late occurrences, and to 
exprefs, without referve, the indignation and refentment gene- 
rally felt, at the ungrateful return the country has more than 
ence met with from fome of the moft favoured, the moft in- 
dulged, and cherifhed of all its children. It is not, however, to 
Took back upon the paft in its ruinous and difaftrous confe- 
quences that we have entered upon this difcuffion; let the me- 
mory of them deter and terrify the ignorant dupes of other 
men’s artifice and ambition; but never let it deface the Britith 
annals, or add to thofe ftains that not all the laurels of vidtory 
can hide in the charaéter of our feamen. 

For the time to come, it is neceflary that every failor fhould 
clearly know that he can do no more than his duty by his coun- 
try. Lord St. Vincent, Lord Nelfon, Sir Sidney Smith, have 
done no more. They have only acquitted the debt they owed 
according to the great mind and faculties they were endowed 
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with; and it is but juft the country fhould be proud of them, 
her own children, the beft and braveft that ever any country 
owned. Does any feaman not know, that if one of thefe illuf. 
trious men were to be guilty of treafon or fedition, his head 
would fall upon the fcaffold, the juft atonement of his ungrate- 
ful crime; and his previous fervices would only enhance and 
magnify the unnatural charaéter of guilt, where virtue only is 
thought poflible and looked for ? 

Which of the unfortunate men who have been executed for 
their rebellion could expeé to be faved, by fervices or charaéter, 
from the punifhment of a crime which would carry a Howe, a 
Hood, or a Saumarez to an infamous death? If paft good con. 
duét excites pity on one fide, it carries equal difguft and refent- 
ment upon the other. To forfeit a good charaéter is a treachery 
to our friends as well as to ourfelves; if a well-fpent life, and 
the honour, comfort, and advantage flowing from it, are no pledges 
for future honefty, what anchor fhall be tough enough to hold 
us? 

This fubje& is fo painful, that we fhall rather run the rik 
of being obfcure and deficient, than dwell upon it even to its 
neceflary length. What we are defirous to imprefs upon the 
minds of the Britifh feamen is briefly this:—That merits are 
not to be fet off again{ft crimes, and that previous merits which 
procure reward and confidence, are an augmentation of crimes. 

That aman cannot do too much for his country. 

That this country has done every thing—much more than 
enough for the feamen. 

That fhe has been ill-requited for it; and that in future the 
crime of mutiny, revolt, fedition, indifcipline, or any {pecies 
of infubordination, neither can nor will be pardoned in her 
fhips. 

The unfortunate and guilty men who are no more, have done 
the beft they could in fully warning their comrades by their 
dying words; but the example of their punilhment, and the 
mercy of government to many {carcely lefs guilty, is a docu- 
ment more ftriking. It ought to be known, that it is the laf 
mercy that Britain can ever fhew to the moft unpardonable of 
crimes. The robber, the forger, and the murderer, injure an 
individual or a family. The mutineer is an ungrateful child, 
betraying his parent to the murderer—the public foe, the enemy 
of his country and his countrymen,—a traitor—a poltroon— 
every thing that is infamous and vile, and who can never fet his 
foot on fhore again, without being taunted and upbraided by all 
who know his crime. 


A MATRI.- 
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A MATRIMONIAL VISION. 


To the PRINTER, 

SrR, 

YOU know it is a cuftom (at leaft in this country) when there 

is a marriage y for the parties to fend round to their different 
friends {lices of the bride-cal ke, which, fay they, by placing under 
your pillow, or eating it as you go to bed, produces wonderfully 
pleafant dreams. Ithink Ihave fomewhere read, “* we havea 
right to doubt ;_ philofophical doubt leads to truth.” This is 
modeft; but I pofitively denied the faét, nor, faid I, fhall any 
perfon, by any or all the rules of logic, convince me of the 
contrary. Now this you know, Sir, is obftinacy—downright 
obftinacy ; aud fuch, Sir, is the compunétion I fee! on account 
of it, being now convinced of the fa&, that I am conftrained to 

acknowledge to my friends, in the face of all the world, m 
jinvilihetn of it, as the only atonement I can offer them: and 
though fome of your nicer, critical friends, may not be per- 
fuaded that it proves the point in cafe, fuch, Sir, is the impref- 
fion left on my mind, that I hope, and I {peak it with a ferious 
face, I hope I thal] never queflion it again. 

Well, Sir, to be briet with you ; for I hate long difcourfes: 
Indeed more by the lovelinefs of the hand that prefented it 
{which you know is more powerful than logic) than by any ex: 
petted pleafure, I accepted the other evening a flice of this 
bride-cake, which had been properly confecrated by being drawn 
through the wedding ring nine times, &c. and was determined 
to make the experiment. Judging very rightly that its effluvia 
might m 4 h more ealily and etfe€iuall y reach my brain by eat- 
ing, than by placing it under my pillow, I adppted the former 
plan. 

After ruminating for fome time on a long lift of the moft 
pleafant and accomplithed damfels, and hefitating which I fhould 
feleét for the fubjeét of my dream (‘twas very natural, you 
know, and by the bye a very neceflary preparation), I fell into 
a gentle flumber, and to my great furprize fancied my felf—now 
don’t anticipate my fubjeét—not tranf{ported to Arcadian bowers, 
to gaze on the charms of my fair one, furrounded with all that 
is delightful in nature. No, alas! but alone, penfively reclined 
on a molly bank, beneath the : green elm tree that grows in yonder 
vale. “* Well, but,” you’ll “ fay, what has any thing elfe to do 
bie your prefent purpofe ?’—You fhall hear. Fancying my- 
felf, I fay, efcaped from the bufy fcenes of life, I had retired to 
this “rural {pot, to inc lulge bed felf in {peculations on the purfuits 
of men. Happinefs, faid I to myfelf, appears to be their only 
aim; and fome, perhaps, poflefs it: but how few! licentiouf- 
nefs, avarice, ambition, with all their attendant paflions, engrofs 
the greater part, and leave to virtue and to friendfhip a very, 
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very {mali remnant. A phantom is the objeét of their purfuit : 
perpetual difappointment, of courfe, is their lot; yet they never 
difcover the cheat. ‘ 

Thefe refleétions, calculated to infpire the mind with melan- 
choly rather than with joy, together with the ftillnefs of the 
evening, and the romantic fcenery around me, produced in my 
mind a fympathy, a feeling, which even to conceive of muft be 
felt. Suddenly my eyes became fuffufed with tears, and my 
heart full with—I know not what; yet I was not unhappy. 

In this fituation I remained abforbed, ’till roufed by the voices 
of fome perfons, who feemed to approach me, and lifting up my 
head, I difcovered, at a few paces diftant, three of the moft an- 
gelic forms I had ever beheld. I prepared to withdraw; but, 
perceiving one of them was about to addrefs me, remained— 
fixed in aftonifhment. Young man,” faid fhe, as fhe ap- 
proached, in founds the moft mellifluous, “ what is it that en- 
gages fo much your attention? You feem to us uphappy; and 
we would fain relieve you: but,”’ continued fhe, as I was about 
to fpeak, “* excufe our intrufion: fome apology is neceffary ; 
our intention is kind; and perhaps our beft apology will be, the 
communicating to you our names. Thefe are my fifters, Prue 
dence and Virtue, and my name is Benevolence, by fome called 
Charity : you know, or at leaft have heard of us: our abode is 
encircled by yonder wood on the top of the hill: bur let us 
hear your complaint.”” I bowed moft refpeétfully ; and fimply 
related tothem my feelings; acknowledged I was bewildered in 
the mazes of error and folly ; that I wifhed to be happy; that 
virtuous friendfhip appeared to me the only defirable thing on 
earth; and that I felt myfelt utterly helplefs in procuring it. 
They {miled: it was nota fmile of contempt, but of compla- 
cency. 

At that moment my heart overflowed with the moft refined 
pleafure; for with fo much {weetnefs, fimplicity, and kindnefs 
I was enraptured. Nothing would prove a greater injuftice than 
an attempt to pourtray their perfons : indeed their countenances 

contained fo muchto admire, that their exterior decorations, which 
were of the molt fimple and eafy kind, hardly caught my atten- 
tion: yetthat you may conceive fome fort of idea of their chae 
raéters, I will juft relate to you the impreflions of the moment ; 
the countenance of Virtue denoted a mind ferene and placid; 
that of Prudence referved and more penetrating, yet not harth, 
and the more I beheld it, the more it won upon me; but that of 
Benevolence beamed with gentlenefs, goodnefs,—in fhort with 
all that is charming. The image of one whom I well know, 
whofe features I thought bore a {trong refemblance to her’s, fud- 
denly prefented itfelf to my imagination: the recolleétion af- 
feéted me, and I fighed. ‘* But,’’ faid Benevolence, addrefling 
herfelf to Virtue, “* fifter, let us affift him; he fighs fora friend 
Vol. 39. R {I am * 
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(1am afhamed to ufe her word ‘ {weetheart’); we can, we will 
procure him one.” Then turning to me, and taking me by the 
hand, as fhe f{poke, while Virtue unfolded a parchment roll 
which fhe drew from her bofom, ‘* Man is born for fociety; 
and for the fociety of the fair: friendfhip is of all human blef. 
fings that which makes us the moft happy; I fpare myfelf the 
pleafure of recounting to you all the little indefcribable pleafures 
attending it ; for I perceive you have a foul thatcan feel, and per. 
haps have felt them: but the friendfhip of the fair fex is far 
the fweeteft: Nature has ordered it fo—and that you may be 
gratified, fele& from this record, (pointing to the roll) her whom 
you think the moft likely to make you fo. “* Madam,”’ faid I, 
and as I fpoke my face glowed with blufhes, “* this is what I 
neither expeét nor deferve; and, perhaps, in feleéting, I may 
err, for human paffions blind us: to you I fubmit this tafk, too 
hard for me to accomplifh: your goodnefs I know is fufficient; 
and you will not—you cannot refufe me.’”’-—Prudence, who had 
been contemplating the fcenery, then turning to me, and with a 
majefty in her looks, which is {carcely equalled, faid, ““ He who 
imparts profufely, to mortals as well as immortals, the choicef 
bleflings, has endowed me with the faculty of calculating, from 
charaéters and circumftances paft as well as prefent, the events 
of human aétions. Pleafed with your modefty, I undertake to 
ferve you in this, a matter of fo great importance: but that you 
may not be deceived, I would firft obferve to you I fhall not 
flatter: truth becomes me moft; and though in giving my opi 
nion, I may feem to thwart your inclination, do not think me 
fevere : it is at your happinefs I aim, and that only. Submit 
to my inftruétions; by fubmitting you fhall be happy; for 
none ever fubmitted, and was not fo. Virtue will read youa 
catalogue ot fair ones, whom the has thought worthy her 
attention, and whom fhe has fele¢ted, with the defign of making 
mortals, like you, happy. Ido not fay they are exempt from 
every little foible and weaknefs; No: that would not be con- 
fonant with the prefent order of things: but they are fuch as, 
with whom the gentleman, or the man of bufinefs, the philofo- 
pher, or the moralift, might be happy.’’ “* Madam,” then faid 
J,and what I faid I felt, “* Your goudnefs to me is unbounded: 
I would communicate to you my feelings; but language fails 
me: yet 1 am grateful—yes very grateful.” 

Virtue then read to me the names of many, which were fami- 
liar, but which, Mr. Printer, delica¢y forbids me to difclofe. 
Prudence occafionally commented on their different charaters; 
and I was furprifed to hear of fo many good qualities, 
where I expeéted none; and regretted the want of them, 
where I expeéied them in profufion. Now and then I {eemed 
to indicate a more than ufual complacency at hearing a 
name, but alas! Prudence clearly pointed out to me that I had 
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been deceived. There were, however, a few, that more particu. 
larly caught my attention, with whom I was (I will not fay in 
love, that would be too vulgar a phrafe), but of whom I had con- 
ceived the higheft opinion. Prudence confirmed my good opinion, 
by marking their particular excellencies ; and, Sir, nothing but 
the apprehenfion, left her atteftation of their virtues, might be 
thought to approach too near to flattery, prevents my commu- 
nicating their names, at leaft, to you: but ’tis fuficient their 
friends know their worth; the world, if it knew it, would but 
hate them. 

I then fixed on the partner of my joys; and my heart danced 
with pleafure at hearing Prudence commend my choice. 
“ But,” faid the, “ One thing is neceffary for you to obferve : 
on itdepends much of your future happinefs: you ought”— 
Alas! I am left to guefs only, at what fhe would have faid: for 
at that moment the hail rattled againft my window; I ftarted 
from my pillow; I recolle&ted it was winter; and that I had 
been amufed only by an agreeable illufion.—Every morning and 
evening fince that period do I heartily pray that fome one ot 
my friends may foon be married; for certain I am, that by re- 
newing the fame experiment, I {hall experience the fame plea- 
fure. 

I am, Sir, 
Your moit obedient fervant, 
HONESTAS. 


a 


P.S. Should a certain clafs of your readers be difpofed to 
make the like experiment, 1 would juft let them into a fecret. 
My friends, if you are unhappily married, evade it by all pof- 
fible means—furies, hobgoblins, fatyrs, with every clafs of the 
demoniac tribe, wil] fo haunt your imagination, for that night at 
leaft, that it will be in vain for you to expeét any reft. 


Se a a => a a ee nee 


INTERESTING TRIALS. 





COURT of KING’s BENCH, january 27. 
Hockuis v. MITCHELL. 


HE Attorney General moved for a new trial in this caufe. 

It was an aétion of trefpafs brought againft the captain ot 

the Boxer gun-brig, by the owners of the floop Duke of Cum- 
berland. The Boxer was laying at anchor in Gallion Reach, 
and was run foul of by the floop, upon which the defendant or- 
dered his men to cut away her rigging in order to difengage the 
two veflels, The defendant juftified on the ground that it was 
owing tothe mifmanagement and negligence of the people on 
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board the floop fhe ran foul of the brig, and that what he had 
done was neceflary for the prefervation of his own fhip. The 
plaintiff replied he had done more than was neceflary. Upon 
the trial the verdié was in favour of the plaintiff. 

Word Kenyon faid, the jury had confidered the whole of the 
cafe, and given their opinion. 

The Attorney General obferved, that thofe who had defended 
Captain Mitchell were very defirous that the queftion fhould un. 
dergo another invefligation. 

Lord Kenyon—” It was left to the jury, whether what was 
done was done under the preffure of circumftances and from 
unavoidable neceffity ; and the queftion was fully difcuffed by 
the jury, The conduét of thofe for whom you appear has been 
moft honourable. It appeared upon the trial that this perfon 
having alledged that what he did was in the fair execution of 
his office as captain of one of his majefty’s fhips of war, the 
Lords of the Admiralty faid to him, “ You fthall be proteéted 
as far as is neceflary to enable you to defend yourfelf ; but if it 
fhall appear that you have done any thing wantonly, the public 
purfe fhall not pay for it, the damages muft come out of your 
own pocket.” The jury, with every circumftance before them, 
did draw the conclufion that what had been done had been done 
wantonly. There were words ufed by the defendant which led 
to that conclufion ; it was in evidence he faid, ‘““ Damn them, 
cut away.’’ Perhaps a little more paufe would have extricated 
both fhips without injury to either.” 

The Attorney General flated, that upon the trial Captain 
Hood, of the Zealous, and another naval officer of high eftima- 
tion, had given a very flrong opinion in favour of the defendant’s 
conduét. He underftood it was the opinion of the whole navy, 
that if thefe fort of verdi&ls were given, there would be no fe- 
curity for thofe who commanded fhips employed on important 
public fervicess He fhould not have urged this application if it 
had not been for the immediate requeft of the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty, who had preffed him to make the motion, alledging that 
had the defendant a€ted otherwife than he had done, he would 
have been liable to have been broke. 

Lord KEnyon.—"* I have a very high refpe& for the Lords 
of the Admiralty, but I cannot take their private opinions as 
the law of the country.” 

The Attorney General remarked that the brig was every mo- 
ment expecting orders to fail to join Admiral Nelfon and Sir 
Hyde Parker, in order to proceed to the attack of Copenhagen, 
and the lcaft delay might have been attended with the moft fe- 
rious confequences with regard to that memorable expedition, 
The brig’s bowfprit was entangled in the rigging of the {loop, 
and not a moment was to be loft, 

Lord 
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The queftion 


Lord KENyYON.—AII this was before the jury. 
I am of opi- 


is, whether they have drawn a falfe conclufion. 
pion we ought not to grant a new trial. 
Attorney General.—I have done my duty.—Rule refufed. 


COURT of COMMON PLEAS, January 27. 
DEFFLIES v. PARRY. 


THIS was an aétion upon a policy of infurance on madder, 
on board a fhip bound from Rotterdam to London, which had 
been captured by a French privateer. A verdiét had been found 
for the plaintiff—To fet afide this verdict Mr. Serjeant Lens ap- 
plied on behalf of the detendant—he contended that as this thad- 
der was on board a thip configned to Mefirs. Bridge and Smith, 
who had his majefty’s licence to trade between Holland and this 
country only by themfelves or their agents, the plaintiff’s traflie 
was not legal, and therefore he was not entitled to a verdiét. 

Lord Alvanley obferved, that thefe letters of licence to par- 
ticular merchants, were evidently intended to enable them to 
make the moft of thein, to trade for themfelves, or to trade as 
the agents of others; therefore the diftin&ions taken by the 
learned counfel, upon this queftion, aud of which the under- 
writer feemed inclined to avail himfeif, could not fland.—Rule 
refufed. 

BENSAMON v. HARRISON. 


fr. SERJEANT BEST applied on behalf of the defendant 
for a rule to thew caufe why there fhould not bea non-fuit ora 
new trial in this caufe. He flated, that it appeared in evidence 
that the plaintiff, who was an Algerine Jew, had a demand of 
4000]. on the government; he, entered into a contraét with the 
defendant to give him ten per cent. on all he could recover for 
him. The defendant accordingly obtained a warrant for the 
payment of 1200]. to the plaintiff; which plaintiff did not 
think proper to prefent at the treafury, conceiving it below his 
jut claim. Some time, however, before the warrant was ob- 
tained, plaintiff gave the defendant 100l,to forward his applica- 
tion to the treafury, to recover which the aétion was brought ; 
and defendant put in, as a fet-off, the contraét before alluded to 
and his fervice in confequence thereof; but thefe the jury, 
under the direétion of the learned judge, overlooked, as illegal, 
and allowed the defendant five per cent. on the 1200], recovered, 
and awarded the plaintiff the difference between that and the 
100]. he advanced. The learned counfe! contended, that the 
agreement was legal, and the conduct of the defendant as jufti- 
fable as that of navy or army agents, and therefore hoped the 
court would accede to his motion, 
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Lord Alvanley was of opinion, that there was no analogy 
between the cafe of the defendant and that of army and navy 
agents, as the fums to be received by the latter were fixed, and 
the allowance of their trouble afcertained; whereas the defen. 
dant might, with as much juflice, afk 50 per cent, as 10. His 
lordfhip added, that he trufted the laws of England would ever 
be found to proteé foreigners from unjuft extortions of this 
kind. 

Mr. Juftice Rooke faid, that as itappeared on the examination 
of the evidence, that the 100]. advanced by the plaintiff, was in 
confequence of a letter from the defendant, that fuch a fum was 
neceffary to bribe fome fubordinate clerks in the treafury, it was 
money had for an illegal purpofe, and therefore the defendant 
was in faét entitled to nothing at all for his fervices to the plain- 
tiff in this bufinefs. He fhould be of courfe rather difpofed to 
grant a new trial on the application of the plaintiil’s counfel, 
in order to oblige the defendant to refund the whole fum of 
100]. without any deduétions. 

Mr. Serjeant Shephard, on the part of the plaintiff, declined 
the invitation of the bench. 

Mr. Befl’s application was refufed. 


a yn, 





Hiftory of the Coinage of Wood's Irifh Halfpence. 


ERE we to judge by the accounts generally given of 

this tranfaction, it would appear a moniter of defpotifm 
and fraud; that the halfpence were deficient in weight and 
goodnefs, and that the circulation of them would have been fol- 
lowed by the total ruin of Ireland. But the faét is, that the 
inimitable humour of Swift, which places the kingdom on one 
fide, and William Wood on the other, mifled the judgment, and 
captivated the imagination ; and moft perfons, even in the pre- 
fent day, have formed their opinion of Wood's halfpence from 
his Drapier’s Letters and fatirical poems, rather than from au- 
thentic faéts, which may be ftated in a few lines. 

There being a great deficiency of copper-currency in Ire- 
land, the king granted to William Wood a patent for coining 
farthings and halfpence to the amount of 100,000], fterling, on 
Certain terms, which the patentee was bound to abide by. 
Wood, who, in the language of Swift, is ridiculed under the 
denomination of a hardwareman and a low mechanic, was a 
great proprietor and renter of iron-works in England. He had 
a leafe of all the mines on the crown-lands in thirty-nine coun- 
ties, was proprietor of feveral iron and copper-works, and care 
ried on, to a very confiderable amount, manufaétures-for the 
preparation of thofe metals. Among other propofals fubmitted 
to government, while the Earl of Sunderland was at the helm, 
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Wood’s had the preference, and was accepted: to incur the 
odium which refulted from it, was the lot of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, who fucceeded the earl in office. 

By unbiaffed perfons, it was confidered as beneficial to Ire- 
land; but the natives did not fee it in fo favourable a light, and 
before the money was circulated, a general ferment was excited. 
The oftenfible caufes of the complaint were derived from the 
confideration, that Ireland was treated as a dependent kingdom ; 
that the patent was granted to a perfon who was not a native; 
that the coin was ftamped in England; and that, as a great profit 
was to be derived, the benefit {hould have principally accrued to 
the public. All the attempts of the Duke of Grafton, then 
Lord Lieutenant, to fubdue the public averfion, were ineffectual. 
The f{pirit of oppofition feized all orders of men, and even 
many of thofe who held the chief places under the duke’s ad- 
miniftration. 

Inflamed by national zeal, the two houfes paffed addreffes to 
the crown, accufing the patentee otf fraud and deceit; afferting, 
that the terms of the patent were infringed both in the quantity 
and quality of the coin; that the circulation of the halfpence 
would be highly prejudicial to the revenue, deftruétive to the 
commerce, and of the moft dangerous confequence to the rights 
and properties of the fubjeét; and declared, that, if even the 
terms had been complied with, the nation would have fuftained 
a lofs of one hundred and fifty per cent! It was not at that 
time expected, or dwelt on as a matter of [peculative propriety, 
that the weight of the copper-coin thould be adequate to its cire 
culating value; and the affertion, that Wood had carried on no- 
torious frauds and deceits in the coinage, as advanced by Swift, 
and that the intrinfic was not equal to one-eighth of the nomi- 
nal value, was proved to be falfe, by an effay made at the mint, 
by Sir Ifaac Newton and his two affociates, men of honour and 
capacity ; the refult was, that, in weight, goodnefs, and finenefs, 
iu rather exceeded, than fell fhort, of the conditions {pecified in 
the patent. 

But the clamour, however unjuft, was raifed, and became 
general, and it was a neceffary aét of prudence not to increafe 
the ferment, by forcing upon a nation what was confidered as 
unjuft and fraudulent. Lord Carteret, who fucceeded the Duke 
of Grafton in the office of Lord-Lieutenant, failed no lefs 
than his predeceffor 1p all his endeavours to obtain the introduc- 
ton of the copper-coin. The patent was furrendered, and 
tranquillity reftored. Wood, as an indemnity for the lofs he 
had fuftained, received penlions to the amount of three thou- 
fand a year, for eight years; notwithflanding which, he was 
probably a lofer; for the emoluments arifing from the patent for 
fupplying Ireland with copper-coin were given by Sunderland 
to 
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to the Duchefs of Kendal, who fold it to Wood—for what fum, 
it would now be vain to inquire. 





Account of the Digues at Medenblick, in Holland. 


At Medenblick the large digues that keep out the fea 
are made of fea-weed, which is brought thither for that 
purpofe, piled up 18 feet high, and fecured by horizontal and 
perpendicular potts, and by very large ftones at the bottom, that 
break the force of the waves, and the violence of the tide. The 
breadth of thefe digues is about 15 feet. A load of fea-weed, or 
a brig full, cofts 24 florins. A tax is laid for this defence upon 
all the provinces, according to their ability to pay it; for if the 
fea fhould break through they are all loft,as in many places, 
fuch as Hoorn, the fea is 16 feet higher than the land. The 
waves too, are fometimes fo unruly, that the inhabitants are 
obliged to come in the night, and lay fails on the digue to 
ftrengthen it, or whatfoever comes firftto hand. Ina fudden 
ftorm you may fee them running to the wall of weeds, juft as 
Virgil has defcribed another meeting— 


a ned 
Improvifi adfunt, hic torre armatus obutto, 

‘ ~ - * . . ° 

_ Stipitis hic gravidi nodis: quod cuique repertum 
Rimanti, te!um ira facit. 


The fea, like the fpear of Achilles, or the furgeon in Gil Blas, 
wounds and heals. 


sé t : 1 4 ” 
Una manus vulnus opemque tulit. 





ANECDOTE 5S. 


Preacher ina mofque began the hiftory of Noah, with this 

quotation from the Koran, “ I have called Noah,’’ but, 
forgetting the refit of the verfe, repeated the fame words over and 
over. At length an Arab cried out, “ If Noah will not come, 
call fomebody elfe.” 





AN importunate beggar went to a mifer, and afked for a gar- 
ment, faying that his obje€t was to have fomething to remember 
himby. “ My friend,” faid the mifer, “‘ as thy end is to re- 
member me, I fhall give thee nothing, for I am fure thou wilt 
remember a refufal much longer than a gift.” 





Gr Mafcola’s enigma will appear in the coubfe of two or 
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POPE’s WILLOW. 


HE following is flated as the origin of Pope's willow, the 
famed relic of our favourite bard: “* ‘The famous and ad- 
mired weeping willow planted by Pope, is at length felled to 
the ground; it has been long decaying, yet the axe ftill lin- 
gered, but at length the fatal ftroke was given. 
“ Thad not heard the early hiftory of this tree till after its 
fall :—It came from Spain, inclofing a prefent to the late Lady 
Suffolk, who came over with George II. and Queen Caroline, 
who was a favourite of both, particularly of the king. Mr. Pope 
was in company when the covering was taken off the prefent% 
he obferved the pieces of flicks appeared as if there was fome 
vegetation, and added, “ Perhaps they may produce fomething 
we have not in England.’ Under this idea he planted it in his 
garden, and it produced the willow tree that has given birth to 
fo many others.” 


On thee FRENCH LANGUAGE. 





T is well known, that a coat of arms cannot be blazoned but 
in French. Dr. Wallis has obferved, that the terms for the 
animals fheep, cow, and calf, are of Saxon origin, yet that the 
Englifh words for the flefh of them are derived from the French, 
viz. mutton, beef, and veal: it fhould feem from this, that we 
borrowed our moft early cookery fromthat nation. Our terms 
in {porting are likewife commonly derived from the fame fource, 
as bevy, covy, entapis, &c. 

Suetonius fays, that Caligula, when he intended to take ad- 
vantage of his penal ediéts, caufed them to be written in fo {mall 
charaéters, and to be hung up at fuch a height, that no one could 
read them; this, Hayward, in his lifeof William the Conque- 
ror, applies to the Englifh law being in French. 

The late Lord Chelterfield has charaéterifed the French lan- 
guage the language of compliment. Compared with the Englifh it 
certainly poffeffes much lefs dignity, is lefs nervous, and lefs 
calculated to exprefs the language of the heart. 





4 QUESTION, by W. Rayls, Mathematical Mafler at Tren- 


ton Green Academy. 


Have a brafs cone whofe feétion is a parabola, the abfciffa 
. thereof is 37,5 inches, and the femi-ordinate 26 inches: 
Now admitting the cone to be cut parallel to its flant fide, and 
the convex furface a minimum, what are the cones’ dimenfions ? 
The procefs is requefted to be given by fluxions. 


Vol. 39. 


Ss Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by A. L. of Poole, to C. Mackey’s Rebus, inferted December 7. 


OUR whole with careI did combine __ 
To fpin a HUMMING-TOP with twine. 


fir We have received the like anfwer from E. S. of Chard. 





Anfwer, by G. H.near Bridport, to G. Coulman’s Ciarad?, inferted December 14, 
ee. LAUREL-BRANCH doth much adorn, 
When vittories are gain’d ; 
But was with greater pleafure worn 
For glorious peace obtain’d, 


*+% We have received the like anfwer from H. Humphreys, J. Squance, 
R. Sowdon, S. Murch, E. Penney, and T, Whicker, of Exeter; J. Whittle, 
of Upway; A. L. of Poole; W. Mann, of Afhburton; J. Willcocks, jun, 
of Plymouth- Dock ; and W. Bickham, jun.of Afhburton. 








Anfwer, by R. Sowdon, of Exeter, io I, Humphreys’s Charade, inferted Dec. v4, 


ie your charade, as I am clear, 
The RED-BREAST plainly doth appear. 


&*§ We have received the like anfwer from W. Bickham, jun, of A thbur- 
ton; C. Mackey, of Plymouth; W. Pollard, of Eglothayle; R. Maffett, of 
Salrath; A. L. of Poole; G. H. near Bridport; J. Whittle, of Upway; 
W. England, of Dorchefler; W. Mann, of Athburton; and E, Penney, of 
gixCler, 


A CHARADE, dy C. Mackey, of Plymouth. 
Famous counfel firft defery ; 
ft A title next of the moft high ; 
A coin you now mutft bring to light; 
A beaft alfo much fam’d tor might ; 
A burning mount you next affay : 
The initials fhew a bird of prey. 





A CHARADE, by P. Ninnis, of St. Aupell. 


Metal that’s hard firft bring to appear, 

That affifls ancient warriors and modern I hear; 
My fecond’s a part of yourfelf you will find : 
And when you thefe two have rightly combin’d, 
My whole, when cemented, it clearly will bring, 
Confpicuous to view, an old Englith king. 


gee 


A CHARADE, by F. M. 





Y firft all women love to do, 
And often in a paffion ; 
My next appears a foreign word, 
That fignifies a fafhion, 
My whole combin’d 
e Will bring to mind, 
A poew’s name, 
Well known to fame, 
6 POETRY, 
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ODE for the NEW-YEAR, 1802. 
By Henry James Pre, Efy. Poet-Laureat. 


O, from Bellona’s crimfon car, 
At length the panting fleeds unbound, 
At length the thunder of the war, 
Infeftive fhouts of peace is drown’d: 

Yet as around her monarch’s brow, 
Britannia twines the olive bough, 
Bold as her eagle-eye is caft, 
On hours of recent tempeft paft : 
Thro’ the rude wave and adverfe gale, 
When free fhe fpread her daring fail, 
Immortal glory’s radiant form, 
Her guiding load-flar thro’ the ftorm; 
Directed by whofe golden ray, 
Thro’ rocks and fhoals fhe kept her fleady way ; 
‘** My fons,” fhe cries, ‘* can honour’s guerdon claim, 
** Unfoil’d my parent worth, unftain’d their fovereign’s fame ?” 


Albion! tho’ oft by dread alarms, 

Thy native valour has been tried, 
Ne’er did the luftre of thy arms 

Shine forth with more refulgent pride 
Fhan when, while Europe’s fons difmay’d, 
Shrunk recreant from thy mighty aid; 
Alone, unfriended, firm you ftood, 
A barrier ’yainft the foaming flood. 
When mild-and foft the filken breeze 
Blows gently o’er the ripling feas ; 
The pinnace then may lightly fweep, 
With painted oar the halcyon deep: 
But when the howling whislwinds rife, 
When mountain billows threat the fkies; 
With nbs of oak the bark muft brave, 
The inread of the furious wave ; 
The hardy crew mult to the raging wind, 
Oppofe the finewy arm, the ynconquerable mind, 


In every clime where ocean roars, 
High tho’ thy naval banners flew ; 
From where by hyperborean fhores, 
The frozen gale ungenial blew, 
To fultry lands that Indian furges lave, 
Atlantic ifles, and fam’d Canopus’ wave ; 
Tho’ from infulted Egy pt’s coatt 
Thy armies {wept the viétor hoft, 
From veteran bands where Britith valour won 
The lofty walls of Ammon’s god-like fon: 
Ufelefs the danger and the toil, 
To free each felf-devoted foil, 
Auxiliar legions from thy fide 
Recede, to well the Galiic conqueror’s pride: 
While on Marengo’s fatal plain, 
Faithful to honour’s tic, brave Aufiria bleeds in vain. 
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Nor fir’d by fierce ambition’s flame, 
Did Albion’s monarch urge his car, 
Impetuous thro’ the bleeding ranks of war, 
To {uccour and proteét his nobler aim. 
His guardian arm, while each Hefperian vale, 
While Lufitania’s vine-clad mountains hail 
Their ancient rights and Jaws refter’d, 
The royal patriot fheaths the avenging fword; 
By heaven born concord led, while plenty {miles, 
And fheds her bounties wide to bles the fifter ifles. 








Devonfhire. 





Forthe WEEKLY ENTERTAINER: 


REFLECTIONS on NEW-YEAR's DAY, 18% 


| Se any all my acquaintance I meet 
One ftriking expreffion I hear; 
With a fmile on their face they repeat, 
** IT wifh youa happy new-year.” 
What a tremour their voices impart ! 
What a damp on my fpirits they caft! 
How fad! How aftomfh’d my heart! 
When I think on the year that is paft. 
I have finith’d an a&t on my ftage; 
Thro’ {cenes without number I’ve been : 
I kaow I am older in age, 
And am I not older in fin? 


The pleafures that earth can afford 
Have led me too often aftray ; 

And the love that I owe to my Lord 
I have paid to a being of clay. 


Remembrance and confcience reprove 
The fprings whence my happinefs flows ; 
For the thoughts that I lavith in love 
Should be {pent on eternal repofe. 


To the grave what a number are gone 

In the courfe of a fhort, fleeting year! 
Perchance e’er another is flown 

My name in the lift may appear. 


And am I prepar’d to depart 
From the race I am running below? 
What a terror prevails o’er my heart 
When my confcience too plainly fays ‘* NO.” 
O Father of Mercies ab »vei! 
O teach me to dread thy decree; 
Infufe in my bofom a love, 

A love that fhall flourith for thee. 
When the fcenes that are fled I review, 
I {caree think a year can be gone; 

Ye hours of delufion adieu! 
Adicu eighteen hundred and one. 








EDWIN. 





ON an EMPTY PURSE, 


C= man fuftain a greater curfe 
Than to poffefs an empty pom ? 

Yes: with abundanee to be bieit, 

And not enjoy the power to tafte. 
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